


International Archives Week Challenge
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PROLOGUE

The Historical Archives of Celje (Slovenia) and the Town
Archives of leper (Belgium) again took the initiative and
organized a project that has brought together several archives
from the European Union as part of the 2021 International
Archives Week. The call for participation triggered 16 archives
from 16 Europeon Union countries to take part in the project,
each high|igh‘ring and presenting in detail one document in
detail. The central theme of this year's project is cyc|ing.

The International Council on Archives has called on the
archives from around the world to celebrate this year's
International Archives Week from Monday 7 to Friday 11 June
2021. Under the slogan “Empowering Archives’, archives from
around the world are encouraged to emphasize the significant
role of archives in our societies. It is through networking

and collaboration that we can empower our profession and
institutions, protect invaluable resources and information as
well as ensure that citizens can protect their rights.

Once again we tried to find a topic of interest to everyone. In
2020, our focus was on documents from 1820; this year, we
searched the archives for notable pieces of material heritage
on cycling. In the past, the bicycle was a symbol of mobility,
progress, communication and a means of transportation for
traveling long distance; in addition, the bicycle established
itself as a symbol of freedom.

Cycling connects people and countries, and it pleases us that
the partner archives responded to our call. As was the case in
the past, the participating archives provide archival services at
various levels. However, although our institutions serve different
purposes, these differences enrich us.

The selection of materials about cycling was at the discretion
of individual partners. In turn, each presented item sends out
a unique message. These range from the bicycle serving as

a symbol of ‘rechno|ogico| development and social status to
being associated with sports, transportation and even war. In
addition, bicycles also had a social function. It comes as no
surprise that the presented documents and archival materials
differ considerably in terms of their physical appearance,
reﬂecﬁng the social diversity well.

The project would not have been possible without the support
of our partners and colleagues. We want to thank them all for
their prompt response, the reproductions and the information.
Together we are stronger and more efficient! It is our hope that
this project will enhance our cooperation and help achieve a
greater recognition for the role archives p|oy in modern society.
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Mandellstrasse 29

Styrian Provincial Archives, Graz / Steiermarkisches
Landesarchiv

AT-StLA-OBS-Graz-Gf-G-A-7-002

Advertisement for Albl's Bicycle Factory and Bicycle Riding
School in Graz, 1893

In late 19™ century, cycling clubs in Graz were booming. To

meet the demand, industrial producfion of bicyc|es was set up.
Benedict Albl was born in Carinthia. He trained as a mechanic
and opened a shop for sewing and woshing machines in Graz. In
1888, he started to produce bicycles. Johann Puch, who became
a famous bicyc|e manufacturer, worked in Albl's focfory eclr|y
into his career. In 1891, the bicycle brand Meteor was introduced.
In 1895, the factory was renamed Graziosa Fahrradwerke. In
addition to bicycle production, Albl ran a Bicycle Riding School
in Graz for those wanting to learn how to operate a bike. Albl's
factory closed in 1906.
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BELGIUM

A/

R/
T/

D/

Town Archives of leper, leper
/ Stadsarchief leper

Julien Antony, Iste reeks, 1293
11 March 1925: Draft ruling
by Julien Antony, state
commissioner at the war
damages tribunal at leper.
Julien Antony rejects the
claims made by Cyrille
Gi||eber‘r, a carpenter at
leper. Gillebert claimed an
extra 225 francs for a bicycle
of the famous brand “Bury” as
well as 152 francs for cycling
equipment, wheels and tires
for a race bike. It turns out
that he did not own the bike,
but had only leased it from
Valere Vandevelde, a bicycle
repairer, who had recently
moved from Poperinge to
leper. The claim for the other
goods was rejeded, because
Gillebert already received
5000 francs in 1920. After
the Great War, the war
damage tribunal at leper
treated around 100.000
cases. After around 1914, the
bicycle was the main means
of transport for the common
people; in numerous cases,
those suffering damage were
compensated for the loss

of their bicycles and bicycle
equipment.
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BULGARIA

Central State Archives, Sofia / Llentpanen mspxasen apxus

CSA, fonds 3K, inventory list 7, unit 409, sheet 284

Cyclist Dimo Zaimov, postcard, 1907

Dimo Zaimov was a Bu|goricm cyc|isf from the town of Gabrovo, a member
of the Gabrovo United Cycling Society (founded on 10 May 1905), as

well as the Touring Club de France. In 1907, upon the Balkan Exhibition in
London, he traveled from Gabrovo to London and back by bicyc|e, covering
a distance of 7891 km in 51 days. The document includes a postcard, which
is part of an album donated by Dimo Zaimov to the Bu|gorion prince
Ferdinand | (1887—1918), portraying the cities he visited during his journey
from Gabrovo to London and back.

OVMO 3RAMMOBB
OTb TABFOBO (BBATAPKATD.
PIMO ZAIMOFF (GABROVO, BULGARIED.

(4N1EHL HA TABPOBCKOTO CbHO3HO HOMNOE3ANAYHO APYMECTBO W HNEAD
v HA TOURING CLUB DE FRANCE).

MPBNATYBANDL Cb BENOCUNEAD MPE3DH 1907 I. M0
CNYYAN BANKAHCKATA U3N0MBA Bb NOHAOHD !

TABPOBO (GABROUOD), NNOBAMBL, CO0GMA (SOPHIA), PYCE. BYKYPELWB
(BUCAREST), NPBAENDL, GYAAR-NELWA, BMEHA (UIENNE), NACAY, HHOPEH-
BEPIL, OYPNAXbL, HAPNCPYE, ®PAHKGOPTH, HbONHBL, AXEHBL, NUEWTH,
BPHOKCEND (BRUXELLES), AHBEPCH, AHA®, OCTEHAE, OYBPL, NOHAOHB
(LONDRE); HHXRBEHB, AMENDL, MAPHMHTE (PARIS), AWMOHBL, NAHTAPAUE,
N03AHA, WEHEBA (GENEUE), CMMNNOMDB, MWNAHO, BEHELMWA (UENISE),
TPMECT b, PUYME, 3ATPEE® (AGRAM) EBATPAAL (BELGRADE), CMEAEPEBO,
HWWDb, NWPOTL, UAPMEPOAL, COdMA (SOPHIA), NNOBAVBL, TABPOBO
{GABROUQ! — 6777 H, M. 3A 51 1 NONOBWMHA [HW (JOURES) M 1114 H. M. 3R

PA3INEMAAHE FPAJOBETS, BCUYHO (TOTAL) 7891 H. M. -
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CROATIA

A/ State Archives in Varazdin, Varazdin / Drzavni a 3,333-meter bicycle racetrack. The grand
arhiv u Varagdinu opening took place on St. Peter and Paul’s day
R/ HR-DAVZ-16. Gradsko poglavarstvo Varazdin - (29 June), when the first international race was
VaraZdin (1850-1918), redovni spisi 6644/1895. organized. The city administration supported the
T/ 10 June 1895: The program of the grand event with 100 crowns. The races were held in
opening of the racetrack and the first eight disciplines, including a 10,000-meter race.
international bicycle race in Varazdin All cycling societies from the area of the former
D/ The Varazdin Cycling Club was founded in Austro-Hungarian monarchy were invited to the
1894. The following year the Club arranged opening of the bicycle racetrack in Varagdin.

w s .IIII.UMI LOKAL mn DIV ARA.

Raszpored ufehe. Fv tpaasrsns I :

b ; - é5234| VARAZDINSKI KLUB BICIKLISTA
tkalishs nagrade. Sre vl jelugedaliah diskolies depitens, [eiad 3 ke

Duljina tekalista 3333 metl Syt
Prvoin desgem | Irodem =rebiesa kodajoa,

2 Utrka u spomen otvorenja trkalifta V. K. B. sa 3000 metani. (trares VARAZDIN u lipaju 1895,
ea ere vimete, Bee rrsdl felmefelalalh diokelin dopuitese. Uik 5 Erana,
Kagende: | pefastan wak i ben ma 60 Lissz 1] ben na 40 Lruis JIL lom na $90 Lres.

I: VoZnja juniora m 10 meam olvorss. s e waie bifl e owba dollll =

i VoZnja na visokom kotafu na 3000 metam. (e mone vese ik IIili sudrua=il
1 kmme. L, I 0 V1, pefacian sl

4. Glavna voEnja 10000 wetara, Oheiea 21 me T, Soe i jelasmlalnil di- 5 'f. K I st de 29, lipnja 1895, sde nsmapadime Ikaliste prizsdjenjon
kaliea, Vhaak 6 kruns. Proso bow sa 1060 bruwa o slate, dresem ow ma G0 kons, trefom bon m 1 i o
50 Lrum, Veelifn poechn mprdn ol 15 kmns, ¥ II‘IfCI-‘I‘Ii.,‘II.,‘IlJI‘IGlnC Llj[-‘]ic

o Gostovna utrka s 3000 sebus Olyoress o sie scin, Sie ol alomjelali (OL¥ORCNE FO DD VOENER)

drakalics dajaitese, Ulstak 4 Lreoma,

Frovm, irogen | (reben potastal mmakorl Poglvmma sie spartde drugore i miapelesnin posielom dolaia, &0 m moljni et pedioat

6 Utrka za nngradu gospodin m 3000 selsn (tiees x demie ¥, K. I froaduperiedi B,
Sue ared jedmojelalaih deslalion depuitens. Ulsdal {1 Lrews, Ziclravo!

Proom pefastug nagrada, dragen | freien mebrens Lolajus i ey

7. Utrka na tandemih, 3000 el Ofvoree m oo membe. Think o e 6 L. Dr. Patornik. Tamasl [ 1

Price b s B0 brsa, drsgoss s s 30 hrese

5 Handicap m 3000 melam. (e @ sre vembe. Sve andi jebnosjedalnll dvololion - e dyelalica

dparitens, Ulotk 4 kmune. 1, 11, 1L pefanisa magrada.

_f{uzpolrcd shedanesli:

Petak dne 28, lipnja 1895.:
o Thofek gostein, juodraiea tobcf o diaitvensm smlivta K dichie®;
Subota dna 29. lipnja:
u ¥, waliz sseiamek | mjuirk kel janjets;
o 1wl ohiel u petimi .k dijale®;
3", sota: peretak wirke ;
. B witis disbaje naprads | raboren eber bl diviakas

Zpn virke | zabavne vederl svien gradska glazba.
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Cyprus State Archives, Nicosia / Kpatikd Apyeio
Secretariat Archives - Minute Papers: SA1/1613/1936
Police Gymkhana, 1936

A photograph portraying a tandem bicycle, ridden by
two police officers at a Police Gymkhana (location of
skill-based contests), during a 1936 celebration at the
Limassol District stadium.

CYPRUS
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A/ National Archives in Tartu, Tartu / Rahvusarhiiv Tartu
R/ RA, EAA 3251326

T/ Letters concerning the foundation of the Taara
cycling club in Tartu, 1898

On 25 February 1898, the governor of Livonia

asks the chief of po|ice in Tartu what the word
“Taara’, which had been suggested as a name

for a cycling society in Tartu, actually means. This
enquiry somehow shows the suspicion of the Russian

D/

authorities towards Estonians. A police officer
explains on 11 March that Taara was the name of
an Estonian god from pagan times. The exp|onoﬁon
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about the origins of an old god was suitable to the
authorities as the god was not an active one and
therefore there was no need to accuse the cyclists of
any form of sectarianism. On 14 March an official
reply was sent to the governor. The cycling society
“Taara” was founded by young intellectuals and
operated in the university city of Tartu from 1898 to
1944. The first cycling society in Tartu was founded
already in 1888; a year later the first society in Tallinn
appeared. During the years 1891-1895 other cycling
societies were founded in smaller Estonian towns such
as Viljandi, Rakvere, Parnu, Paide and Véru.
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A/ Sports Museum of Finland (Archives), Helsinki /
Urheilumuseo

R/ Archives of Cycling Finland. Participants in the
Helsinki 1952 Olympic Games by country (Va4).

T/ 29-31 July 1952: Competitor cards of track
cycling at 1952 Helsinki Olympic Games.

D/ Competitor cards of men's sprint medallists:
Winner Enzo Sacchi of ltaly, second Lionel Cox

T  Ness
Qacchi 1 Enzo I RIS,
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of Australia and third Werner Potzernheim of
Germany. Birth dates, previous major results
and signatures of competitors, photographs
and results of competitions in which they
participated. Lionel Cox also participated in
men’s tandem race and won gold with Russell
Mockridge. Track cycling events took place on
the Helsinki Velodrome.
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FRMANY

A/

T/

D/

Heilbronn City Archives, Heilbronn / Stadtarchiv Heilbronn
E002-496

6 July 1911—-8 August 1916: Permit to drive a bicycle for
Oskar Lauxmann

A permit to drive a bicycle no. 887, issued by the kingdom
of Wirttemberg for the notary public Oskar Lauxmann
from Bockingen near Heilbronn in 1911. Cyclists were obliged
to have the permit on them and to produce it to an officer
if required. In 1916, during the Great War, the authorities in
Stuttgart added a stamp on the back of the licence, which
entitled the licence bearer to spare tyres for professioncﬂ

purposes only.




The Hungarian National Archives Bacs-Kiskun
County Archives, Kecskemét / Magyar Nemzeti
Levéltar Bacs-Kiskun Megyei Levéltara
HU-MNL-BKML-XIII-6-a

Boy on tricycle, 1894

Picture showing a 10-year-old boy Katona Béla
Jr. He was from a popular, wealthy citizen family

of Kecskemét. His grandfather Zsigmond was a
socially engaged pharmacist and pomologist. As an
oduH, Béla collected Fomi|y documents and donated
them to the archive. The first bicycle appeared in
Kecskemét in 1888. Cycling was a sporting and
pastime activity for the rich elites, and there were
even fewer children who owned a bicycle.

HUNGARY
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COPY

D. 563
1981,

ROTAL IRISH CONSTAEULARY BFFLCE
DUBLIN CASTLE.
#1st March. 1921.

OOMMANDEERING OF BICTCLES FOR RalaCs

H
The Jeumeral Officer (ommandinc-imn-Chief has agreed that bloycles

oay be commandesred by County and Distriet Inspectors and OfTicers
Commmnding Auxiliary ‘eopanies, H.l.C. provided that they get the spprevel
before doimg so0, of Compotent Nilitary Authorities met under the rank of
Celonsl Comasndant and such other Competemt Nilitary Authorities as

General Cfficers commandiug Divislons may spsclally sppoint.

It should be noted that such approvel must in svery case ba obtalned
beforshand.

——— —Colie WALSH
Deaputy Inspecter ‘ensral.
Issued to D..8. olz, DuIs,

faxilisry Ulvision, and
smmandants of Speclal onstabulary.

A/

R/
T/

D/

Cork City and County Archives,

Cork / Chartlann Chathair agus
Chontae Chorcai

Siobhdn Lankford Archive, IE 627/U169
31 March 1921: Copy of a letter from
C.A. Walsh, Deputy Inspector General

of the Royal Irish Constabulary, to lower
ronks, concerning the commomdeering

of bicycles for the RIC. Approval of
competent military oufhorify is required
before commondeering

Siobhdén Lankford was a senior Irish
Volunteers (Oglaigh na hEireann)
commander in the North of County Cork,
during the Irish War of Independence
(1919-1921). The document is a copy

of an official Royal Irish Constabulary
memorandum that was in’rercepfed by the
Volunteers and copied on to commanders
such as Lankford. The capture of such

a document illustrates the success of

the Volunteers in the in’re||igence war
against British forces. The document
indicates that the British administration
was attempting to prevent the i||ego|
seizure of bicyc|es by police. This was
probob|y intended to avert the further
alienation of the civil popu|c1’rion from
the British authorities. Bicycles were the
principo| means of tfransportation for

the popu|oﬂon, at a time when privo’re|y
owned motor vehicles were rare. The Irish
War of Independence was a bitter and
Widespreod conﬂic’r, and po|ice forces
were involved in devosfofing repriso|s
against the civil population, such as the
burning of Cork City in December 1921.



A/

R/
T/

D/

State Archives of Trieste, Trieste / Archivio di
Stato di Trieste

Direzione di polizia, Societd, fasc. 316

31 May 1906, Sketch of the Cycling Club Trieste
coat of arms

Sketch of the Cycling Club Trieste coat of arms
sent to the ir. Luogotenenza del Litorale di
Trieste for their approval. The Cycling Club of
Trieste was established on 27 October 1905.

PP |

Both men and women were allowed to join it.

Its aims, as stipulated by the Statute, were to
promote cycling as a competitive sport and

a leisurely activity; to organize music events,
drama performances, opera concerts, dance and
family events; to bring together its members and
promote their culture by creating a social network
for dance parties and weekly gatherings; to open
a circulating library exclusively for members.

TALY



Luxembourg City Archives, Luxembourg / Archives municipales de Luxembourg
LU T NS_ 636177

292 May 1940: Requisition of men's bicycles for the German military government
On 10 May 1940 German forces arrived in Luxembourg City and subsequently
occupied the whole country, which was incorporo’red in the German Reich as
part of the “Gau Moselland”. Only two weeks after their arrival, the German
occupiers tried to confiscate buses, cars and bicyc|es for the German army,
which at this point was already heavily undersupplied. More than 200

bicyc|es from 14 bicyc|e shops, which was the whole of the city's stock, had

to be delivered to the occupying forces. By June, even members of the city
administration had to give up their bicyc|es. American forces liberated the city
of Luxembourg on 10 September 1944.
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National Archives of Malta, Rabat / L-Arkivji
Nazzjonali ta’ Malta

Josie Ellul Collection

Boy with Bicycle (not dated)

This photo forms part of the Josie Ellul Collection. Josie
Ellul (1907-1985) was an amateur photographer,
operating since the late 1930s. A significant part of his

collection comprises portraits. The composition of this
photo, including the child oiling the bicycle's chain as
well as the sheet that serves as a makeshift backdrop,
indicates a rather original approach to the somewhat
rigid studio portraits common during that period.

MALTA
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A/
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D/

Zeeland Archives, Middelburg / Zeeuws Archief
Historical-Topographical Atlas of Veere,
Inventory 2870/nr 420

10 June 1986: Pupils of the ‘De Wegwijzer”
elementary school at Serooskerke cycle across
the storm surge barrier "“Qosterscheldekering” in
Zeeland.

Highest grade elementary school pupils in the
municipality of Veere cycle across the storm
surge barrier under construction. By doing so,
they unofficially became one of the first users of

the connecting road between Noord-Beveland
and the artificial island of Neeltje Jans. This
pillar was part of a surge barrier in the eastern

Scheldt, which opened on 4 October 1986.

The barrier is world-famous for its hydraulic
ingenuity. It is part of the Delta Works meant to
protect The Netherlands from future flooding.
In case of a storm surge or spring-tide, the
slides in the barrier are lowered to keep out the
sea. The nine-kilometre road across the barrier
connecting Noord-Beveland and Schouwen-
Duiveland is a popular stretch for bicycle

races, e.g. 'De Ronde van Midden Zeeland".
Since 2013, the Dutch "Head-Wind Cycling”
championship has taken place on this stretch;
and on 5 July 2015, the second stage of the
“Tour de France” finished at Neeltje Jans.
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1/ Dr. J.Viktory - Pred sldvmya Bterfes "Ciolo Slovomske”.
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3o Oozovi rosplo eyllistic.protelov "Okolo Slovorska®.
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D/

Slovak National Archives,
Bratislava / Slovensky
narodny archiv

Slovensky vybor telesnej
vychovy a ¥portu, folder 75,
inventory no. 73

29 May 1954: Cover page
of the first issue of the

“Tour of Slovakia” road
cycling race bulletin

To celebrate the tenth
anniversary of the Slovak
National Uprising against
Nazi powers occupying
Slovakia in 1944, the Slovak
Committee for Physical
Education and Sport
organized the first road
cyc|ing stage race called the
“Tour of Slovakia” ("Okolo
Slovenska”). The 1,200 km
race started in Bratislava
on 19 June 1954 and finished
there on 26 June 1954. Out
of 79 riders, 66 crossed the
finish line. The winner was
Karol Nesl. The Committee
released two short editions
of the bulletin with basic
information about the
upcoming race. As a race, the
Tour of Slovakia has survived
to the present doy,
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A/ Historical Archives Celje, Celje / Zgodovinski

arhiv Celje

R/ SI_ZAC/0974_00002 Klub slovenskih kolesarjev

Celje, Book of Club Records (1903-1927)

T/ Rules for the cycling snail race in Gotovlje near
Celje, 1905

D/ At its meeting dated 12 July 1905, the Slovene
Cyclers’” Club Celje laid down the rules for the
“snail race” in Gotovlje near Celje. The very
detailed rules stipulated that the slowest cyclist

had to complete the race in under half hour, and

zigzag driving was prohibited. In addition to the
sporting and social motives of organized cycling
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of that time, the competition also shows the
funny side of cycling from the past. The cycling
‘race” was part of the local countryside festivities.
The later minutes of the club reveal that eigh‘r
competitors had attended the snail race. The
slowest cyc|is‘r was Professor Jo§‘r, who won a
polished cup as a prize. In Celje, German cyclists
founded the Cillier Radfahrer Verein as early as
1886. Starting in 1891, their Slovene counterparts
initially cultivated organized cycling within the
Celje Sokol (Falk) society, an independent
cycling association. Klub slovenskih kolesarjev
Celje was established in 1903.
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